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Abstract

On September 10th 2010, the Democratic Party of Japan made a cabinet decision on the
policy "Three-Step Economic Measures for the Realization of the New Growth Strategy".
In response, three prefectures formulated a "Guideline of Educational Rural-Homestays"
and one other prefecture formulated a "Guideline of General Rural-Homestays". Since
then, the total number of prefectures which has written a guideline of rural-homestays
rose to 16. One of those prefectures called Ehime wrote a guideline that permitted
accommodation business without a license for three years. Another prefecture called Oita
worked out new way which enabled business to split seasonal licenses. This paper
discusses the effect of the different policy approaches of Oita and Ehime, and examines
how changes in national government budget screening process in 2009 effected all over
Japan, and finally surveys all 19 prefectures’ guidelines for rural-homestays until the end

of 2014 fiscal year.
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