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A Consideration on Urban-residents' Communication Needs
to Rural areas:

Focusing on Results of All Japan INAKA fair Participants' Questionnaires
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Abstract

In Japan, baby boomers started to retire from 2007. Almost all people living in urban
area were originally born and brought up in rural area. After graduation, They moved to
urban area and began to work there, had a family. So, local governments in rural area
expected to their economical effects to own area. For example, having a second house in
rural area or moving back to countryside, becoming new farmers, and so on.

But, urban residents don't have enough information about rural-side.

In the situation like this, "The Organization for Urban-Rural Interchange

Revitalization" (this organization was established in 2001 by Japan Ministry of
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agriculture, forestry and fisheries in order to promote Urban-Rural inter communication )
held "All Japan INAKA fair" at three big cities in Japan (Tokyo, Nagoya, Kobe) in 2006.
The purpose of this fair was giving urban residents chances to meet real "INAKA world (it
means rural area surrounded by rich nature and green)" from all over Japan. Many
actions in rural area like GreenTourism, CountryLife, DualLife, SlowLife, LOHAS, and so
on.

At this fair, I and our staff researched urban-residents' communication need for rural
areas by questionnaires. 1765 people answered these questions. I analyzed the results of
these answers and found out three new topics.

1. They are very interested in "Food or Eating" even if they participated in

GreenTourism.

2. Women aged about 50 have more concern about long staying in rural area than same
aged Man.
3. Residents living in three big cities (Tokyo, Nagoya, Kobe) want to enjoy their country

life in Nagano Prefecture. This trend was same in three cities.

Keywords: GreenTourism, Concern about Food, DualLife, BabyBoomer, NaganoPrefecture
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