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Abstract :

This paper focuses on the reconstruction of community learning designs in consolidated regional
elementary schools, using the Miwa Creation Learning at Miwa Academy in Fukuchiyama City,
Kyoto Prefecture as a case study. It introduces the concept of "Local Educational Heritage" to
reassess the value of regional characteristics that should be passed on to future generations.
Specifically, it analyzes learning design elements such as experiential learning, connection with
local culture, multifaceted learning content, development of emotions and empathy, collaboration
with local communities, environmental learning and sustainability, acquisition of practical skills,
and the fostering of continuous learning and interest. This paper highlights the multifaceted
significance of community learning, including the independence and identity formation of
students, a deeper understanding of geography and the natural environment, exploration of
traditional production techniques, and the importance and educational value of intergenerational
exchange. Furthermore, it aims to promote mutual understanding between urban and rural areas,
contributing to the construction of a sustainable society. The paper demonstrates that experiences
of satoyama (managed woodland) culture and local culture provided through Miwa Creation
Learning offer urban residents valuable learning and discovery opportunities, fostering

coexistence and mutual understanding with the local community.
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